Ursinus College

Digital Commons @ Ursinus College
Ursinus College Bulletin, 1885-1902

Ursinusiana Collection

3-15-1901

Ursinus College Bulletin Vol. 17, No. 6, March 15, 1901
William Samuel Keiter
Ursinus College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/ucbulletin
Part of the Cultural History Commons, Higher Education Commons, History of Christianity Commons,
History of Religion Commons, Liberal Studies Commons, Social History Commons, and the United States
History Commons

Click here to let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Recommended Citation
Keiter, William Samuel, "Ursinus College Bulletin Vol. 17, No. 6, March 15, 1901" (1901). Ursinus College
Bulletin, 1885-1902. 188.
https://digitalcommons.ursinus.edu/ucbulletin/188

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Ursinusiana Collection at Digital Commons @ Ursinus
College. It has been accepted for inclusion in Ursinus College Bulletin, 1885-1902 by an authorized administrator of
Digital Commons @ Ursinus College. For more information, please contact aprock@ursinus.edu.

E. S. HULME
-OF THE-

Successor to OEO. W. HULME

MANUFACTURER

SELLING AGENT FOR THE

TRACEY
The Matter
BB ~a.inSt.
N orristourn

JOHN L. BECHTEL
eollegeville, 'Pa.

rurrnITU«~~
Wfi«~rrOOns

'-

Springfield 6as Machine
anl>

Combination~
~Mixing Regulator
AND DEALER IN

GASOLINE FOR GAS MACHINES
No.12 N. 7th St., Philadelphia

Fuel Gas for Laboratories, Bicycle
Works, Canning Factories and other
establishments where gas is used as
fuel.
The Aerated Fuel Process for burnCrude Oil for Heating Furnaces of any
kind, for Forging and Welding, for
Annealing and Melting Copper and
Brass, and for other purposes where
heat is required in the mechanical arts.

UNDERTAKING
AND

EMBALrIING

STEAK ANn HOT WATE! SOlUM
FOR HEATING

Schools, Churches, Residences,
Office Buildings, Green Houses

Dr. S. D. eornish,
DENTIST
~="",,_ _ €ol1ege1)i11e,

Fa.

Office In Mr. Saylor's Residence

ROBERTS MAeHINE eo.
eollegeville, Pa.
Engineers, Founders, and Machinists
Organized Nov. 1,1876
Incorporated Apr. 2, 1897

H.L.NYeE
-DEALER IN

MEN'S FINE SHOES
63 E. Main St., Norristown

E. A. Krusen, M. D.
COLLEGEVILLE,

PA.

Office Hours until 9 A. M.

Joseph W. eulbert
A'POTH EeARQ
COLLEGEVILLE,

PA.

Sure Corn Cure and other Specialties

URSINU5 COLLEGE
COLLEGEVILLE, PA.

FINEST COLLEGE SITE IN PENNSYLVANIA.
FEEL THE INFLUENCE OF THE CITY.
RECITA'rION HALL AND CHAPEl..
AND SUBJECTS.

NEW

LIBRARY CATALOGUED BY AUTHORS

READING AND REFERENCE ROOM WITH LEADING

PERIODICALS.

LI1'ERARY SOCIETIES WITH SEPARATE HALLS

IN NEW BUILDING.
ICAL

NEAR ENOUGH PHILADELPHIA TO
IDEAL PLACE FOR STUDY.

CHEMICAL, PHYSICAL AND BIOLOG-

LABORATORIES.
RIES.

STEAM

HEAT

IN

DORMITO-

SANITARY DRAINAGE.

DEPARTMENTS.
URSINUS SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY.
3260 Chestnut St., Philadelphia.
Rev. Jas. I. Good, D. D., Dean.
Stands by the old landmarks in doctrine, in cultus, and in criticism. Course
of study, three years, embracing the subjects offered in the best Theological
Schools in the country. Special advantages in Reformed Church History and
Methods of Church Work. Opportunities for mission work in Philadelphia.
Students graduated with the degree B. D.

URSINUS COLLEGE.
Classical, Mathematical-Physical, Chemical-Biological, Historical-Political
and Modem Language courses, all leading to the A. B. degree. Progressive
grouping of subjects in different courses. Limited elective privileges after foundation of a liberal education. Instruction in leading departments by specialists.

URSINUS ACADEMY.
C. Ernest Dechant, A. B., Principal.
Thorough training for college. General English education. Instruction in
Latin, Greek, Mathematics and English by college instructors. In addition to
the English branches and the elements of science, shorthand, typewriting and
hookkeeping are taught.

FACULTY AND INSTRUCTORS.
REV. HENRY T. SPA..'lGLER, A. B. and A. M. (URSlNUS), D. D. (Heidelberg), President and Professor of Church Polity.
J. SHELLY WEINBERGER, A. B. and A. M. (Yale), LL. D. (URSINUS),
Dean and Professor of the Greek Language and Literature.
REV. JAMES I. GOOD, A. B. and A. M. (Lafayette), D. D. (URSlNUS), Dean
of Theological Faculty and Professor of Dogmatics, Practical Theology
and Ref~rmed Church History.
ALCIDE REICHENBACH, A. M., Professor of German and French.
P. CALVIN MENSCH, A. B. and A. M. (URSINUS), M. D. (Bellevue), Ph. D.
(Grant), Professor of Biology and Chemistry.
REV. JOHN H. SECHLER, A. B. (Franklin and Marshall), A. M. aud D. D.
(URSlNUS), Professor of Church History and Apologetics.
REV. WILLIAM J. HINKE, A. B. and A. M. (Calvin), Professor of Old Testament Literature and Exegesis.
]. LYNN BARNARD, B. S. (Syracuse), Ph. D. (Pennsylvania), Professor of
History aud Political Science.
WILBUR MARSHALL URBAN, A. B. (Princeton), Ph. D. (Leipzig), Professor of Philosophy and Psychology.
HENRY V. GUMMERE, S. B. andA. M. (Haverford), and A. M. (Harvard),
Assistant to the Dean, Professor of Mathematics, Physics and Astronomy.
REV. PHILIP VOLLMER, Ph. D. (University of Pennsylvania), Professor of
Germau Homiletics and New Testament Greek.
J. A. STRASSBURGER, ESQ., A. B. and A. M. (URSlNUS), Lecturer on the
Constitution of Pennsylvania.
WHORTEN A. KLINE, A. B., A. M., B. D. (URSINUS), Instructor in Latin.
IRVILLE CHARLES LECOMPTE, A. B. (Wesleyan), Instructor ofthe English Language and Literature.
C. ERNEST DECHANT, A. B. (Princeton), Principal of the Academy and
Instructor in Mathematics.
MARTIN B. STUBBS, A. B. and A. M. (Haverford) , Ph. D. (Johns Hopkins), Instructor in Chemistry and Physics.
HARRIET BERNICE MAcLACHLAN, A. B. (Elmira College), Instructor in
English.
GERTRUDE F. BUNNELL, M. E. (National School, Philadelphia), Instructor in Elocution.
JULIA THERESA WILSON, Director of Department of Music and Instructor
in Piano.
EDITH OVERHOLT McCAIN, Instructor in Violin and Mandolin.
FLORA A. MESSINGER, Teacher of Painting and Drawing.
FRANCES G. MOSER, Librarian.
GEORGE E. KOPENHAVER, A. B. (URSINUS), Instructor in the Academy.
WILLIAM H. KLASE, Physical Director.
For Catalogues and other information, address the Deans of the Departments, or the President,
REV. HENRY T. SPANGLER, D. D., Collegeville, P •.

14w~
fea~ing

pqotograpqers
~030

<I:qestnut 5t.
pqiIa~elpqia,

pa.

I. M. MOLL
THE PHOTOGRAPHER
222

Sor artistic work in

West Main St., Norristown

p~otograp~y

SPECIAL TO STUDENTS.-AII cabinet work this year will be
mounted on 8x10 carbon-black at no increase in price

ALL WORK GUARANTEED

t!?L ~

5

Cents will buy a

Pathfinder
Cigar

Class Groups: ~..
-oc. (Student Rates

lJ~OER
BONA FIDE

GUARANTEE

Ursinus
College Bulletin
Volume XVII.

MARCH, 1901.

Number 6.

WORDSWORTH'S ART.

In studying the art of Wordsworth we must take
him at his own valuation, and not judge him by the
work of some other poet, who probably wrote with a
totally different idea of what constituted poetry. If
an architect would decide to build a house according
to the Renaissance theory, and completed his task with
strict adherence to that style, we should be doing him
a great injustice to judge him by a Gothic standard.
Many of us may prefer Pope or Byron to Wordsworth,
but the latter also has his clientage, for the reason
that his poetry is a breaking away from the formalism
of the Augustan poet and a rebuke to the fierce, passionate infi uence of the Romanticist. Wordsworth himself tells us emphatically that he is opposed to their
conception of poetry, and that he has a theory of his
own, which he will develop-that the language of poetry does not differ essentially from that of prose.
By reading between the lines of this definition we
come to the conclusion that he does not mean that po-
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etry is to assume the peculiarities of bald prose, but
rather that we are not to use what he calls "the exaggerated jargon" of his predecessors-that we are to
use the same words in poetry that we should use in
prose, with the reservation, that in the former case
they are to be metrically arranged. Coleridge's pithy
definition, "that prose is words in their best order,
and poetry the best words in their best order," might
suit our interpretation of Wordsworth's theory of diction did it read, "that prose is the best words in good
order, and poetry is the best words in their best order." Wordsworth believed that the above theory of
diction was the only true one to express' 'the language
of real life, and it sprang from the simplicity and sincerity of his nature; and if we take his own style as
the illustration of the true scope and meaning of his
system we can discover there its strongest defense, for
though his diction may lack the incessant glow and
glare of Byron and Shelley, it is never in his best
works deficient in splendor and compass."
Wordsworth is primarily a thinker, and had he developed a system he might have been a philosopher.
It is this reasoning faculty which repels a great many
readers. We can not imagine him working off a debt
with the feverish anxiety of Sir Walter Scott or the
good-natured persistence of Mark 1'wain. His poetry
does not appeal to the strong, impressive youth, but
rather to the calculating judgment of maturer years.
A cogent argument in favor of poetry is that it furnishes
mental relaxation-that it is a source of easy pleasure.
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We can read any of Byron's or Shelley's longer poems
and feel that we are enjoying ourselves, because the
thought that they wish to conv~y is put vividly before
our mind's eye without any serious study on our part.
But how different is it with Wordsworth! He requires our deepest thought, our most willing abstraction from the world about us. We must come back to
him again and again, and
"You must love him ere to you
He will seem worthy of your love."

Wordsworth possessed no sense of the ludicrous, and
the absence of this faculty has almost ruined some of
his best poems. The otherwise perfect poem, "She
Was a Phantom of Delight" is scarcely able to survive
under one solitary fault of this nature. He is giving
us a picture of his ideal woman; we are lured along
in an ~asy poetic mood when he suddenly jars our
nerves by the lines,
"And now I see with eyes serene
The very pulse of the machine."

A similar unfortunate error occurs in "The Blind
Highland Boy," where he embarks in
"A household tub like one of those
Which women use to wash their clothes ...

These examples might be multiplied almost indefinitely.
Wordsworth also errs in being too precise-in going
too minutely into details. He has no compunction
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whatever about drawing us into a severe metaphysical
study, but seems to doubt our ability to realize the
size of an infant's grave:
"I've measured it from side to side,
'Tis three feet long and two feet wide."

When shown by Coleridge that this was not poetry,
Wordsworth improved it by making it read,
"Though by compass small, and bare
To thirsty sun and parching air."

In the last edition of his works he eliminated a great
many of these defects and might have corrected them
all, but that his systematic temperament defeated his
aim. Instead of waiting for moments of inspiration
to make these improvements, he worked day in and
day out, with the natural result that in some instances
he not only did not improve the poem, but made it
worse. In the main, however, his corrections were
improvements.
His senses of hearing and sight were developed at
the expense of his sense of smell. Although his poems are replete with instances of the splashing of waterfalls and the bewitching beauty of a sunset, nowhere do we find more than a mere allusion to the fragrance of nature. What I mean is illustrated in Tennyson's "Haroun Alraschid," although a too pronounced example:
"Thence through the garden I was drawn-

*

*

*

*

*

And deep myrrh-thickets blowing,
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The stately cedar, tamarisks,
Thick rosaries of scented thorn,
Tall orient shrubs and--."

Instead of making us feel glad-happy-joyousWordsworth gives us a feeling of depression by his
melancholy moods. His poetry gives the impression
of being permeated by some hidden sorrow-that he is
endeavoring to make a bad world good. However
laudable the consideration of the sorrows of the unfortunate may be, human nature rebels against being oppressed except when necessary. There is too much
in Wordsworth's poetry about beggars, forsaken women, and decrepit old men. We want to feel the
overpowering freshness of nature in the songs of birds
and the sweet scent of flowers-to see all those about
us happy-to know "that this is the best possible
world."
To forestall the criticism that a great deal of Wordsworth's poetry cannot be taken out of the realm of
prose, one might remind such critics that we are not
justified in judging him by any but his best works,
for the same reason that a painter wins his laurels by
the one great picture created in a moment of inspiration, although all his previous work may moulder away
in his studio. Gray was immortalized by his "Elegy
in a Country Churchyard," although he wrote other
poems which are scarcely known, and one critic has
said of Coleridge that "all he did excellently might be
bound up in twenty pages, but it should be bound 111
pure gold. "
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The fact should not be lost sight of that Wordsworth
wrote poetry for upwards of fifty years, and it is certainly expecting too much of him when we are surprised to find that he turned out some work of very
mediocre quality. His two principal poems, the "Ode
on Intimations of Immortality" and "Lines Written a
Few Miles above Tintern Abbey," will live as long as
poetry is read.
In summing up, then, we may say that to some he
does not appeal very strongly, because he is too metaphysical, too uncompromisingly opposed to the innocent frivolities of life, and generally because he lacks
in warm, full-blooded manhood. To others of a deep
ascetic disposition Wordsworth will appeal with a tenderness and force that it is impossible to resist, on account of his sympathy for the affiicted and because he
is at all times irreproachably moral, and intensely spiritual without the taint of affectation.
D. F. KELLEY, 1901.
THE SYMPHONY FROM BEETHOVEN TO
DVORAK.

The present musical season in New York can be regarded as indicative of the very pronounced renewal
of interest in chamber music and, in fact, in orchestral
music in general. Naturally, the programs rendered
have a main feature-almost invariably a symphony;
and many of the quartets so admirably interpreted by
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Franz I~neisel and his associates show virtually the
same method of construction as the symphony.
With a few exceptions, this form of composition can
be called a "mosaic of four detached and entirely unrelated movements." In its more modern form it can
be said to have originated with Beethoven, for when
compared with his compositions, those of Haydn and
Mozart seem like toy houses. To us, Mozart's symphonies seem light and joyous, whereas to audiences a
hundred years back they seemed very heavy. The
critics at that time were looking for correct workmanship; they wanted to be pleased; they desired pretty
arias and, in general, pleasing musical trifles. For
the beauties of serious musical work, for refinement,
for poetic insight, and for emotional appeal, they seem
to have had little desire. The temperament of the
time seems to have leaned toward such music, for Mozart's operas are replete with exquisite arias, but have
little of the continuity which permits that magnificent
many-sidedness of Wagnerian opera, which is now
cheerful, now somber; and which, in dramatic moments, even coming out in discords, is intensely tragic.
The transcendental superiority of Beethoven's symphonies over those of previous composers does not lie
in the technical changes which he made, as, for example, the doubling of its length or the substitution of
the scherzo movement for the old minuet; but his superiority does lie in the fact that he was the first to
place the idea and the emotion high above mere technical perfection. If he could not express his moods in
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the accepted forms, he unhesitatingly changed the
forms. We are indebted to him also for another most
significant change-that of stress on expresssion. His
compositions suffer immeasurably if the expressionmarks in them are not followed; and this is a great
stride toward not alone beauty of composition, bnt also more especially beauty of interpretation. We cannot close the paragraph without quoting Sir George
Grove's words in reference to Beethoven's third symphony, the Eroica, where he says that in it "Beethoven
first shows himself in his own true colossal proportions,
and reveals that extraordinary union of power and
tenderness, strength and beauty, humor and pathos,
irregularity like the wildness of Nature herself, and
obedience no less strict than hers to the subtlest laws,
which has made him so very great and has given
him a place in the world beside Shakespeare."
This same subordination of formal perfection to ideal
and emotional strength is very evident in Schubert,
whose fault of diffuseness is rather exaggerated by the
entire differentiation of the movements. But notwithstanding this, he made some invaluable contributions
to symphonic development through the introduction of
tone color. Schubert uses the brasses in his orchestration not for noise but for pianissimo effect, and thus
often produces a mellowness and richness of coloring
that appeals irresistibly to the hearer.
Schumann, like Schubert, found himself much hampered by the symphonic form . He was entirely a romanticist, and as such made the whole of one of his
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symphonies, in a sense, a continuation of the material
of the first movement. In this he foreshadowed what
in time became the great method of operatic composition-the Wagnerian. Mendelssohn leaned very decidedly toward the classical school, for he sacrificed
the portrayal of the deeply emotional for the sake of
elegance and beauty of form. Notwithstanding this,
however, his symphonies have that light, graceful
swing which, though not calling forth any deep emotions or making a very lasting impression, still by
their airiness and charm in melodic selection are most
satisfying to the senses. In this latter aspect Brahms
is deficient and very decidedly reactionary, for he pays
close attention to technical accuracy without having
the redeeming merit of grace and charm of expression.
Until this time, the German school seems to have
had all the great symphonic composers. But now we
have the monopoly broken by the Russians, Rubinstein
and Tschaikovsky, and the Bohemian, Dvorak. Rubinstein's work combines brilliancy with beautiful
melody, deep feeling and fine harmonic effects. Tschaikovsky's "Pathetic" symphony has come to be classed
among the best liked symphonic compositions of the
time. It is one of the most heartrending and profoundly interesting works of the century; wildly passionate, but having underneath it a very prominent
vein of pessimism and bitter cynicism-the result of
unappreciated genius. Entirely different from this
style is that symphony of local color, Dvorak's "From
The New World."
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Richard Wagner objected to the then existing principles of operatic composition on the ground that they
made an opera nothing more than a mosaic of beautiful numbers which had no organic connection with
each other. This criticism he applied also to the symphonic form, and was strongly supported by Franz
Liszt, to whom the world is indebted for a modification of the symphony-the symphonic poem. This is
simply an application of the Wagnerian principle ot
"leit motif" to purely orchestral music.
Liszt built his symphonic poems around a central
poetic idea which is also, to an extent, embodied in
the different structural parts. The tempo he no longer considered fixed, but changed it whenever and as
often as he pleased. He was thus enabled to give the
work a unity not permitted by the technics of the symphony, thus gaining for the composer the freedom of
action of the litterateur. The symphonic poem
brings with it an earnest essay toward the presentation of tonal pictures. And what masterpieces it has
brought us! Beethoven presents in this case his
"Pastoral Symphony" with its brilliant natural portraiture ; or take Mendelssohn's "Midsummer Night's
Dream" with its pictured elves, or Raff's "Lenore,"
or the magnificent tone poems of Liszt, Saint-Saens
and Berlioz, and we will see in them such finished results of consummate skill at the tonal portrayal of the
emotional as cannot fail to stir even the most unresponsive temperament.
P. H. FOGEL, 1901.

URSINUS COLLEGE BULLETIN.

137

Ursinus College Bulletin
Volume XVII.

MARCH, 1901.

Number 6.

PUBLISHED ON THE 15TH OF EACH MONTH FROM OCTOBER
TO JUNE INCLUSIVE, BY THE STUDENTS OF
URSINUS COLLEGE.
EDITORIAL STAFF.

EDITOR-IN-CHIEF,

W. S. KEITER, 1901.
ASSOCIATES.

LITERARY
COLLEGE NEWS, SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY,
ATHLETICS, COLLEGE WORLD,

-

P. H. FOGEL, 1901.
{ V. S. RICE, 1901.
H. W. WILLIER, 1901.
W. E. GARRETT, S. T., 1902.
L. M. KNOLL, 1901.
- H. W. KOCHENDERFER, 1901.

BUSINESS MANAGER, ASSISTANT BUSINESS MANAGER,

DANIEL F. KELLEY, 1901.
J. LEROY ROTH, 1903.

Entered at the post-office at Collegeville, Pa., as second-class matter,
March [6, [895.

IN response to urgent requests from alumni and students, the BULLETIN Committee last fall decided to alter
the form and improve the contents of the BULLETIN as
much as possible. In October it first appeared in its
present form, and since then we have been in receipt of
some very complimentary letters, and also of others
equally derogatory. That the BULLETIN has grave
shortcomings no one appreciates better than the Staff,
but we are not prepared to assume all the responsibility.
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One of the criticisms that is persistently brought to
our notice is that the BULLETIN is too small-that the
departments are not sufficiently full. If some one will
be kind enough to volunteer (it must be gratis) the
information as to how we are to get out a larger paper
when we cannot pay for the present one we shall indeed
be indebted to him. The manager informs us that he
has sent several bills to each subscriber, but we would
blush to put in print the amount thus far realized
through sUbscriptions. The matter would not be so irritating did we not know that in most cases it is not
through inability to pay, but rather because the impression is current that the BULLETIN can wait,-in short,
it is mere carelessness. When the college authorities recently insisted that the students should be more prompt
in settling their college bills, one man naively remarked
"that he had had the money since Christmas."
We would ask you to consider (I) that by sending
out so many bills money is spent needlessly in stationery and postage which might be applied to the printer's account, (2) that an injustice is done to subscribers who have paid, (3) that this constant struggle
with delinqents places the business manager in the
unpleasant position of a dun, and (4) that the college
organ is your paper as much as it is ours and that you
should consider it a matter of self-interest that you are
a party to its success or failure. Finally we tell you
in all candor that it is impossible for us to do anything
without money and we hope that this appeal will not
have been made in vain.
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STUDY WINDOW.

As I sit this lovely afternoon at my writing table,
while the sun streams in through the window, searching around in the recesses of my memory for a suitable
subject for an essay, the environments do not help me
in my choice. The bracing air and warm sunshine
coax my mind away from the page ' which my pen
seems desirous to mutilate, and invites me to walk
where I may enjoy all that they have to offer. The
temptation, I admit to myself, is rather alluring, and
when I think that my steps may take themselves towards that little, old church at Trappe with all its
memories and inspirations, the confession must also
be made that the ego and its gratification is strong
within me. Already in my mind's eye my feet have
travelled up the "old pike," and I am before the little
temple of my forefathers.
And here I catch my
breath. Might not this church of Muhlenburg with
its quaint gables and old, worm-eaten pews, and funny,
sky-scraping pUlpit serve as a subject for the detestable
essay? What strange, pleasing thoughts troop through
one's mind as he gazes at that little building! They
say it was the first place where the great God of the
Christians disputed with the Great Spirit of the Indians
for the mastery in this section. I wonder what old
Father Muhlenburg, that quiet German priest, thought
when he looked at the dense forests where now his
temple stands. What a time that must have been!
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The woods and the Indians and the settlers,-and the
priest! And nothing here that was then but the hills
and the streams. All else gone; the Indians far away,
many moons distant, the settlers and the priest behind
the church there, quiet and still, free from struggles
of war and starvation,-at peace. And nothing left
but the church. It seems strange, does it not? Everything so quiet.
"Dear God,
And all that mighty heart is lying still."

I wonder if they are really there in these little windowless cabins, and if they can yet hear the wind as it
sighs in the pine-tops. 'Tis nearly the time that the
maidens would be going into the woods to gather chestnuts and wild flowers. Do you think they know the
leaves are red and gold upon the trees? Life, certainly, is strange, but what is death ?-akin to sleep?
And must they lie and wait, wait-to wake? Wake
to what? To the trees and the Indians and the church?
Hush! let thy thoughts disturb them not. Think
you that aught of thought will make them wake to
earth or God?
But here I catch myself. For the last ten minutes
I have been musing and moralizing, idly dreaming as
a boy over a soap-bubble, and that subject is still unsought, and unsought, is farther yet to find. Let me
think. Oh, how I hate this choosing of a subject!
Strive as I may, I cannot think. Have you ever been
in a room at night, in the dark, and tried to see?
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NothiDg but blackness and blankness with strange
streaks of light fading into shade and shade brightening into light, but no sight! Sight just below the
threshold,-so I think and yet have no thought. A
dreamy state and yet no dream, only a hazy, misty
something akin to thinking,-a thought not yet a
thought, an idea just about toThat old bridge! yes, it might do. It's quaint
enough, that's sure. Let's see. A century old, and
still the Perkiomen glides under it to the sea. Is it
possible that the red man watched it as it raised its
arches to the stars, and saw the fawn startled as it
drank the waters 'neath its shadow? If the old masonry could but speak, what tales its tongue would
tell! On those waters glided the canoe of the Indian,
and here, perchance, the buffalo paused to quench its
thirst. Here did the ragged continental bathe his
wounded feet, when brave Captain Howard and his
heroic hundred breathed out their lives for country on
yonder height. Up and down the stream passed
Audubon with his feathered prizes, singing with a scientist's joy in his heart. And who knows but that
the Father of our country paused upon these banks as
Cresar on the Rubicon, ere the die was cast? Methinks I see him there, tall and motionless, with cold,
impassive face, the head bent forward, his reflection
in the placid stream. Last night the news arrived in
camp, "The British are in number near Germantown,
but are unwary."
What shall be done? The food
supply is scarce enough behind. The moments flow
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past on that moving tide as he stands there impassive
yet undecided. But the decision is made, and as that
eagle eye, before which the Hessians and English
alike have had reason to quake, throws its glance over
the sun-kissed stream, I read determination in its look
and know that another blow is to be struck for my infant country. What shall the outcome of the battle
be? Will the men with pike and musket all retre<tt
to winter 'mid the snows of Valley Forge? Ah, no!
Some men from out these ranks will never pace with
sentinel steps and bloody foot-prints the crunching
snow of yonder heights, while the patriot's prayer rises
to the patriot's God.
But again my thoughts have wandered in their task
and beyond the bridge in my mind's eye I see a crowd
far different from that which passed to Germantown
many years ago. And what bracing air and warm
sunshine failed to do, the sharp click of the skate
upon the ice can, and my feet hie their way to the
sleeping waters of the Perkiomen.

ALUMNI PERSONALS.
'74. Rev. A. E. Dahlman, D. D., is the author of the tract
on "Our German Work" in the Twentieth Century Movement
series being issued by the Board of Home Missions.
'76. Rev. G. A. Scheer's portrait and a most favorable comment on the excellent work he is doing in St. Mark's German
Reformed Church at Fifth and Huntingdon Streets, appeared
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in the J.\IIarch 7 issue of the Philadelphia Times. Jubilee services, held on March 3, marked the twenty-fifth anniversary of
the church. The article states that "The church has had only
one pastor and the pastor only one church. The Sunday-school
is the second largest of the Reformed Church in the United
States, and the congregation one of the most flourishing in this
city."
'78. Lewis C. Royer, A. B., although engaged in business
pursuits, conlinues his interest in educational matters. He is
a member of the Huntingdon, Pa., School Board, which is characterized by its progressiveness.
'84. Jos. E. Saylor, A. M., continues with increasing satisfaction as Professor of Mathematics in Juniata College, Huntingdon, Pa., which position he has held since graduation.
'86. Ella B. Price, B. S., has accepted the position of Librarian in her alma mater.
'87, S. T. An address delivered by Rev. J. A. Mertz, A. B.,
Riegelsville, Pa., before the Bucks County Farmers' Institute,
appeared in a recent issue of the Doylestown Daily Intelligencer.
His theme was, "The Trinity of the Successfnl Farmer." Mr.
Mertz recently made a very acceptable address in the Reformed
church at South Bethlehem, Pa., on the subject, "The Twentieth Century."
'88. James Leuba, Ph. D., is the popular Professor of Psychology of Bryn Mawr College. He holds his Dodor's degree
from Clark University.
'89. Rev. S. P. Stauffer, A. B. has taken up his residence in
Philadel phia.
'92. Prof. Ira L. Bryner, A. M., is serving his second term as
Superintendent of Public Schools of Cumberland County, Pa.
'94. Rev. G. W. Royer, A. B., has resigned the pastorate of
Brownback's Reformed Church in Chester County, Pa.
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'94. E. M. Fogel, A. M., has established a reputation for
himself in the Moravian Parochial School, Bethlehem, Pa.,
where he is professor of the German language.
'94. Rev. J. Hunter Watts, A. B., has accepted a call from
St. Andrew's Reformed Church, Lancaster, Pa.
'97. Ralph L. Johnson, A. M., Principal of the West Conshohocken Public Schools, and Hiram H. Shenk, A. M., of the
Lebanon Valley College Faculty, were judges at the recent
Zwinglian Declamation Contest.
'98. John Kern McKee, A. B., of the Senior Class in the
School of Theology, has been elected pastor of the Reformed
Church, Red Lion, Pa.
'98. Asher R. Kepler, A. B., will be sent by the Presbytery
of Philadelphia as a missionary to China, the coming summer.
He will graduate from the Hartford Seminary in May.

COLLEGE NEWS.
SCHAFF LITERARY SOCIETY.
During the past month unusual interest has centred in our
debates. On Friday, the 15th of March, the question, "Resolved,
That the free elective system should be introduced into our colleges," was debated with great spirit and splendidly prepared
arguments.
To further foster the interest in the debate, the Society has
decided to hold an annual Prize Debate open to all the college
classes. At present a committee is preparing a draft of the
conditions governing it. We feel that great results will come
from this action, the General Debate already showing signs of
its influence.
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. ZWINGLIAN LITERARY SOCIETY.
On February 22, the society held its annual Freshman Declamation Contest. The following was the programme:
INVOCATION.
REV. E. J. LAROS, '96, Lansford, Pa.
VIOLIN SOLO: 7th Concerto (1st Movement),
DeBeriot.
LEON ARKLRSS. H. N. ARKLESS, Accompanist.
DECLAMATION: "The Race for the LaRue Stakes."
MISS ALMA CLAMER, Collegeville, Pa.
DECLAMATION : Extract from "Chariot Race"-Ben Hur.
JOHN E. HOYT, Hammonton, N. J.
PIANO SOLO: Caprice Bohemien-Morceau DeSalon O.
Lebierre, Op. 20.
MISS KATIE E. LAROS, 1900.
DECLAMATION: "Eulogy on Lafayette."
HENRY E. KEITER, Oriental, Pa.
DECLAMATION: "The Highest Niche"-Burrit.
EDWIN M. SANDO, Lebanon, Pa.
VIOLIN SOLO: Legende,
Wienia wski .
LEON ARKLESS.
DECLAMATION: "Mabel Martin"-J. G. Whittier.
MISS MARY E . SHADE, Royersford, Pa.
Vieuxtemps.
VIOLIN SOLO: Fantasie Caprice,
LEON ARKLESS.
DECISION OF THE JUDGES AND AWARDING OF THE PRIZES.
BENEDICTION.
The judges awarded the first prize, ten dollars in gold, to E.
M. Sando; second prize, five dollars in gold, to Mary E. Shade;
and third prize, honorable mention, to Alma Clamer.
On Friday evening, March 29, the Society will hold its anniversary in Bomberger Memorial Hall. The Committee reports
excellent music for the occasion.
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Y. M. C. A.
The State Convention which was held at Lancaster, February
21-25, proved to be a delightful experience for eleven of our
members. It was the largest conveiltion in the experience of
the State Association, and was one of the most spiritual in
Y. M. C. A. history. The presence of Robert E. Speer was very
helpful. We expect to see great results in the efficiency of our
association through our delegates' attendance. The thanks of
the association are due Mrs. Lyte and the Misses Shenk of Lancaster for the splendid entertainment accorded our members as
delegates to the convention. The thoughtful attention they received and the kindness shown them will keep Mrs. Lyte and
the Misses Shenk in the memory of the Ursinus boys.
Since our last report, the association constitution has been revised, and several important changes made in our organization.
We are swinging steadily to the front, and are getting to the
point where we can do greater work.
On the 26th of February, Dr. Wayland Hoyt of Philadelphia
presented the "Christian Ministry" as a life work. On March
3d, Dr. Isaac Sharpless, President of Haverford College, presented the "Christian Teacher," and last Sunday evening,
March 10, Assistant State Secretary Buckalew of the State Association presented the "Association Secretaryship." All of
these discussions were exceedingly helpful and are widening
the field of possibility among the fellows.
The President's annual report has just come from the hands
of the printer.

A NOVEL EVENT.
Among the many surprises that have come to the Senior Class
this year, the complete and altogether novel surprise of Saturday evening, March 9, easily surpassed any similar attempt at
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entertainment during the year. Prof. Gummere proved himself
an able entertainer in his half-hour's lecture on "Mathematical
Curiosities," while Dr. Urban's ability as host was manifested
in the events immediately following the lecture. The informal
mingling of the Faculty and the Seniors in the social events of
the evening was highly appreciated by all. Every member
of the Senior Class present expressed his appreciation of the enjoyment which the evening afforded.

COLLEGE RECEPTION.
The College Reception held Thursday evening, March 7, was
one of the most enjoyable affairs of its kind held here for a long
time. Though there were some departures from custom, they
were of such a nature as to make the reception all the more
pleasurable. Everyone seemed to enjoy the evening thoroughly. Another pleasing feature was the presence of so many visitors, mostly from Royersford, Allentown, Norristown and Philadelphia. The usual refreshments were served.

SCHOOL OF THEOLOGY NOTES.
February 8, Harlan P. Beach, Educational Secretary of the
Student Volunteer for Foreign Missions, delivered an interesting
address on the "Requirements and Experiences of the Missionary." Mr. Beach himself was a missionary in China for a number of years and therefore has a thorough knowledge of his subject. Some of the students ofthe Reformed Presbyterian School
of Theology were also present.
Rev. H. A. Bomberger, Superintendent of Philadelphia County Sabbath-school Association, gave us the first of a series of lectures on Sunday-school work. Realizing that the work of the
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Sunday-school is essential to the life of any church, the Faculty has arranged for this series of lectures so as to give the students an opportunity to secure an insight of the modern methods in this part of church work.
Sunday, February ro, was the day appointed as the Universal
Day of Prayer for Students, by the General Committee of the
World's Student Christian Federation, which met at Versailles,
France, in August, 1900. Special services were held in the
chapel on Sunday morning.
On Sunday, February 24, four members of the Student Volunteer Band, Reimert, 1901, Rowe, 1902, Gramm, 1902, and Stick,
1902, presented the cause of missions at East Vincent, Pa., Rev.
H. S. Shelley, pastor, and at Royersford, Pa., the Rev. E. W.
Lentz, pastor. At each place a liberal collection was given to
the support of Foreign Missions. These churches have a lively
interest in the mission cause.
Kerstetter, 190I ; Beck, Bowers, Garrett, 1902; and Peeler,
I903, attended the State Convention of the Y. M. C. A. at L[(ncaster, February 21-24.

ANNUAL REPORT OF THE Y. M. C. A.
A new and commendable feature of the Young Men's Christian Association is the printing and distribution of the retiring
President's Annual Report. It is a twelve page pamphlet,
neatly bound in brown, paper cover. In it the retiring President-Mr. Alexander-reviews the work of the past Association
year; he shows the policy by which the administration was
guided; he gives a summary of the work and enumerates the
valuable services of the various committees, thus showing the thorough organization. The report closes with some good, sound
advice in which the perils in the work are pointed out, and
shows how the difficulties which arise may be met and overcome
by action, thus "doing great things for God."
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ATHLETICS.
The time for baseball is here once more, and the outlook for
a successful season is very bright. From the men who have reported for practice we should be able to pick the strongest team
that ever represented the college 011 the diamond. Already
about twenty students have applied for positions on the nine,
and of this number there are seven who played on last year's
team. The following are the applicants: For Catcher, Price,
Trexler, Hobson; Pitcher, Townsend, Thomas, Mabry, Rapp,
Gross, Rice, Laros; First Base, Houck, Rapp, Kelley, Kochenderfer, Hobson; Second Base, Gross, Hofisommer, Hoyt;
Third Base, Arlington, Laros ; Short Stop, Townsend, Thomas,
Arlington, Lentz, Faril1ger; Out-field, Roth, E. Kelley, Mabry,
Faringer, Hoifsommer, Sando, Trexler.
The manager has been working assiduously to arrange a
schedule which would be satisfactory to all and a credit to the
college. His labors, so far, have resulted in the following
schedule:
April 17, Hill School, at Pottstown.
April 20, Lebanon Valley, at Annville.
April :24, Goldey, at Wilmington, Del.
April 27, Albright, at Collegeville.
May 3, Susquehanna, at Collegeville.
May 4, Wissahickon, at Wissahickon.
May II, Albright, at Myerstown.
May 18, Rutgers, at Collegeville.
May 22, Muhlenburg, at Collegeville.
May 31, Franklin and Marshall, at Collegeville.
June I, Muhlenburg, at Allentown.
June 5, Pennsylvania Military College, at Chester.
June 8, Lebanon Valley, at Collegeville.
June 13, Alumni, at Collegeville.
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COLLEGE WORLD.
Georgetown College Journal is a literary magazine in the true
sense of the word. Its articles are very instructive and interesting.
"THE Harm of Excessive Novel Reading," in the March nnm ber of The Gettysburg Mercury is a well written article, but
we cannot agree with the statement, "The rea~ing to excess of
any novel keeps from us the history of the world and its great
men." Many of the events of history and the characters of
great men are best described in the novel.
THE Delaware Review for March contains an interesting account of "Two Greek Runners." The story and the manner of
presenting it is very attractive.
To the poem in the Kilikilik entitled "Heart's Disease" the
edi tor wishes to add:
He took the dose and true enough,
It was as she predicted,
For by her ways and voice so gruff
He always was restricted.
THE February number of The Mount Holyoke appears again
on our exchange table. In every way it is one of the best
college papers that comes to us. The material is well chosen
and always interesting and instructive.
THE staff of The Thielensian deserves praise for the efforts put
forth in publishing its small but pithy paper.
To-morrow yet would reap to-day,
As we bear blossoms of the dead ;
Earn well the thrifty months, nor wed
Raw Haste, half-sister to Delay.
-Tennyson.
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